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KEEPING KIDS IN SCHOOL THROUGHT MENTORING  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The project is Amitiés Génération “Elles” (Greetings from Generation She), launched
by Mireille Hébert, a master of communication student working at the Montreal
East/Pointe-aux-Tremble Women’s Centre. Coordinated by Nathalie Lafranchise,
PhD and Professor at UQAM’s Social and Public Communications Department, the
project pairs young women at risk of sexual exploitation with older women who
support them as part of a mutually rewarding mentoring experience.  
 
 
Sixty-five 12 to 17-year old girls considered to be at risk of sexual exploitation were
surveyed at two Pointe-aux-Trembles schools.  “What stood out most in our survey
was their need to be heard. These young women want to talk with a compassionate
person who will not look down on them. A good mentor is a great listener, according
to all the studies. Twenty 20 young women took part in the project following the
survey. Meetings started in early October and will continue for two years. Valero
Energy made a $10,000 contribution to the project as part of our own efforts to keep
kids in school.  
 

SCHOOL 
PERSEVERANCE 
 

 

         Mireille Hébert and Nathalie Lafranchise 

45 YEARS OF KEEPING KIDS IN SCHOOL! 
Ruelle de l’avenir is an association in South Central Montreal that provides Educational 
and school assistance programs to 2 to 18 year olds and support for their families.  

Real Action: 

 We offer teaching activities in elementary schools during class hours. 
 We sponsor hot meal programs for community schools. 
 We provide after-school homework assistance and educational programs. 
 We get parents involved with their kids by helping them select good family activities. 

Valero Energy has given a $2,250 gift for the 17th edition of the association’s annual fundraiser.  

 

« We want to keep kids out of street gangs that recruit them for 
sexual exploitation and also to keep these kids in school. » 

 
- Mireille Hébert 

 

CHECK OUT THIS MONTHLY NEWSLETTER, AND IF YOU HAVE SOME IDEAS OR IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
GET INVOLVED TO SUPPORT SCHOOL PERSEVERANCE, CONTACT US AT affairespubliques@valero.com 



 

 
    Valero Energy  /  THE NEWSLETTER  /  All rights reserved © 2015-2016 

COMMUNITY 
INVOLVEMENT 
 

 

THE 2015 EMILIE GALA 

Valero Energy is expressing its commitment to the Montreal Sacré-Coeur Hospital Foundation in different ways. Recently, as a partner of the 
Foundations’ Émilies Gala, we contributed $25,000. This was a big fundraiser for the Foundation, with 2015’s efforts generating a whopping 
$725,000. We and our partners are seeking to support key hospital projects focusing on general and high level medical specialities, research 
and teaching.  

 

 
5,000$ GIFT TO  
MARIE-VINCENT  
FOUNDATION 
 
The Marie-Vincent Foundation  
assists sex abuse victims age 12 
and under. It receives funding  
earmarked for services to  
young victims and their families,  
along with research, training and prevention activities. 
 
 

Every week, the Centre d’expertise Marie-Vincent sees 
between 40 and 60 children aged 12 and under for medical, 
psychosocial or police services. 

 

In 2013-2014, 259 children visited the Centre d’expertise 
Marie-Vincent for police investigations, medical examinations, 
or to receive support services, needs evaluations, and 
specialized treatments. 

 

 

HAUNTED HALLOWEEN FOREST 

Last Year’s premiere Haunted House was such a huge hit, its witches,
ghosts and other very, very friendly monsters have once again converged
on René-Labrosse Park. Halloween Costumes are di rigueur for Saturday,
October 24 as you wind your way through the spooky maze. Valero Energy
is pleased to contribute to the success of this activity organized by Montreal
East, an initiative that we hope will soon become a tradition. Among other
things, our gift will be used to set up a treats stop for everyone’s delight on
this magical eve! 

The Gala was also an opportunity
to present Sacré-Coeur Hospital’s

areas of expertise that have made it
such a key link in Quebec’s

healthcare system, while paying
tribute to its doctors, staff and
volunteers, who, through their

dedication, have continued to build
on the outstanding reputations of

our Hospital and Foundation.

 


